Western Harbour Tunnel?
Beaches Link?

Committee for North Sydney

23 August 2019

The Hon. Rob Stokes MP
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces
GPO Box 5341
SYDNEY NSW 2001
(Submitted via web)

A combined disaster for North Sydney!
Dear Minister
Request for a meeting regarding the future of the North Sydney city centre
We wrote on 9 July to request a meeting, and greatly appreciated your arranging for Mr Michael
Bishop to be briefed on our discussions with Lendlease and Sydney Metro concerning the
public benefit to be generated at the Victoria Cross Metro station in North Sydney.
The matter is urgent – Lendlease is about to submit a DA for the 42-storey office tower above
the station – and there is a lot at stake. Decisions made now may determine whether the legacy
of the Metro in North Sydney is a commercial office tower with overcrowded space outside and
no public purpose inside, or a significant, even transformative, contribution to the emerging
heart of the North Sydney city centre.
I appreciated meeting with Mr Bishop and he will be able to outline the issues we are discussing
with Lendlease and Sydney Metro. Sydney Metro supported Lendlease's attendance at the
meeting, and I was asked by Mr John Burton, Managing Director Urban Regeneration,
Lendlease, to advise Mr Bishop that he would have attended had he not been flying to Perth,
and that he would welcome a future opportunity to discuss these issues with you.
The Committee is convinced that the project could potentially deliver one of the most impressive
public spaces in Sydney, and significant facilities, if all parties work towards this end.

THIS?

Members of the Committee for North Sydney* believe there would be great value if four
representatives of the Committee could meet with you personally in relation to the Victoria
Cross Metro station. We would welcome the attendance of Lendlease and Sydney Metro at
the meeting.

We think that it is in the State Government's interest that the legacy of the Metro in North
Sydney should be a better city centre. The North Sydney Council and the Committee for North
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OR THIS?

* The members of the Committee for North Sydney are eminent practitioners in planning,
architecture, urban design and related fields and respected members of their local communities.
Their primary purpose: the evolution of North Sydney from a CBD to an appealing city centre
recognised and supported by the community – a place for people. The immediate issue:
whether public life in North Sydney gains or loses from the impacts of Sydney Metro – it may
depend on decisions made in the next weeks and months.

STOP THE

The Premier KNOWS she can have the tunnels AND save the
North Sydney city centre as a place for people.
The Premier, the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces and the
Minister for Transport must instruct their agencies to connect the
tunnels to arterial roads, not to neighbourhood and city streets.
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ON-RAMPS

A city centre choked with traffic – cars, trucks, semis, buses.
Clogged streets. Intersections gridlocked.
Engineers in the Department of Transport know it.
Engineers in the North Sydney Council know it.
Engineers on the Committee for North Sydney and
engineers advising us know it.
The North Sydney city centre is going to be the main
(very congested) interchange for the two tunnels.

It’s what
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Commuter, tradie, deliveries, trucks – want to use the
Beaches Link? Fight your way to Berry Street.
Using the Western Harbour Tunnel to the western suburbs,
airport, south? Fight your way to Berry Street. Queue at the
intersections. Queue in Berry Street.
Coming from Cammeray, Northbridge, Gore Hill, Balmoral,
Cremorne, Mosman? Join the queues!
Crows Nest, Greenwich, Wollstonecraft, Waverton, Neutral
Bay, Kirribilli? Join the queues in the rat runs.

The Premier, the Department for Transport,
North Sydney Council and experts advising
the Committee for North Sydney know:
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Based on data from Appendix F of the Western Harbour Tunnel EIS
and the North Sydney Council’s submission to DPIE, March 2020.

It doesn’t have to be like this!
The circles are the existing
interchanges. That’s where
everyone wants to access
the tunnels – not through
choked city streets.

Freeways and tunnels should always connect to arterial roads,
and not turn local and city streets into freeway on-ramps.
Fortunately North Sydney city centre has its own ring of arterial
roads – see diagram. The streets inside this ring must be for city
and local traffic only – they aren’t needed for tunnel traffic.

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR THE CITY CENTRE
1. Let Gladys know her tunnel plans need fixing.
2. Let the Ministers know what you think.
3. Ask the North Sydney Council to fight for their plans.
Follow us on Twitter

Visit the website

Email

Like us on Facebook

Join the Association

Donate
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