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TOWARDS

A STRATEGIC PLAN

Is this the future Berry Street?
The Hon. Rob Stokes MP
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces
GPO Box 5341
SYDNEY NSW 2001
(Submitted via web)

Office towers, crowds, traffic…?

FIVE BIG IDEAS FOR THE
Request for a meeting regarding the future of the North Sydney city centre
FUTURE CITY CENTRE

Dear Minister

‘’

We wrote on 9 July to request a meeting, and greatly appreciated your arranging for Mr Michael
Bishop to be briefed on our discussions with Lendlease and Sydney Metro concerning the
On 6 July 2020 the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, Hon Rob Stokes MP, approved the Lendlease
public benefit to be generated at the Victoria Cross Metro station in North Sydney.

tower to be built above the Victoria Cross Metro station in North Sydney. On 7 July 2020, on behalf of Oxford
Investa Property Partners, Bates Smart submitted a development application to demolish the locally-listed
The matter is urgent – Lendlease is about to submit a DA for the 42-storey office tower above
MLC Building and replace it with an office tower. On 31 July 2020 the government invited bids from potential
the station –partners
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harbour tunnel affects the two CBDs of the ‘Harbour City’ very differently: the tunnel is planned as a ‘bypass
of the Sydney CBD’, but it sucks regional traffic into the heart of the North Sydney CBD! This cannot be allowed
I appreciated meeting with Mr Bishop and he will be able to outline the issues we are discussing
to happen. It’s time to think about positive, imaginative, holistic alternatives for the city centre.
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* The members of the Committee for North Sydney are eminent practitioners in planning,
architecture, urban design and related fields and respected members of their local communities.
Their primary purpose: the evolution of North Sydney from a CBD to an appealing city centre
recognised and supported by the community – a place for people. The immediate issue:

In A Metropolis of Three Cities, the GSC says that
the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link will
“reduce through traffic in the Harbour CBD”. This is
not true in relation to North Sydney but new

superhighways should do that. They should
connect only with other highways and arterial
roads, taking traffic off city and suburban streets.
That’s possible, and essential, in North Sydney.

It’s all about connections
Transport for NSW (TfNSW) sees the North
Sydney city centre as part of the most trafficfocused node in the Sydney region (see above).

They call the southern interchange the High Street
Interchange.
They don’t name the northern interchange, other
than “the Warringah Freeway upgrade”. We call it
the Northside Main Interchange.

If the two new tunnels are built, the Warringah
Freeway becomes the connector for five
superhighways and the regional traffic rushing to
and from those superhighways.

And they pretend that the central interchange
doesn’t exist.

TfNSW intends to manage those connections in
three interchanges.

We call it the Berry Street On-Ramps.

The Northside Main Interchange
connects to Warringah Freeway,
Gore Hill Freeway, Beaches Link,
Sydney Harbour Tunnel and Sydney
Harbour Bridge.

The Berry Street On-Ramps
are intended to suck regional
traffic through the city streets to
Warringah Freeway, Gore Hill
Freeway, Beaches Link,
Western Harbour Tunnel and
Sydney Harbour Bridge.

The High Street Interchange
connects to Warringah Freeway,
Gore Hill Freeway, Beaches
Link, Western Harbour Tunnel
and Sydney Harbour Bridge.

2

A future for the city centre? Delete the Berry Street On-Ramps!
Two massive Warringah
Freeway
interchanges
are enough!

The Committee for North Sydney
invites the North Sydney Council, the
community, and all who care about our
city to join the fight against transport
plans that will kill it.

The use of Berry Street to
access the Warringah
Freeway (and from there
the
Sydney
Harbour
Bridge and, today, the
Gore Hill Freeway) was
always a bad idea and
unnecessary.

By the time the Minister approved the Western
Harbour Tunnel planning application the Council
had negotiated a critical condition, E162, that the
Western Harbour Tunnel must not prevent
reducing the arterial traﬃc function of Berry Street.

It was a cheap and easy way to access the
Freeway when it was planned in the 1950s – when
North Sydney was a village. There were no office
buildings and no sign of Australia’s then-biggest
office building (MLC).

It’s one or the other!
A city centre with safe, leafy pedestrian-friendly
streets – OR the whole city centre as a congested
interchange for the superhighways.

So the road builders have consistently relied on
Berry Street just because it was there, even as this
north sector of the ‘Harbour CBD’ has come of age.

Everyone with a stake in the North Sydney city
centre – whether owner, driver, city worker, visitor
or member of the local community – wants the
Berry Street On-Ramps scrapped.

Today, Berry street is still being misused as a
cheap and easy way to avoid building
appropriate infrastructure at the Northside
Main Interchange and High Street Interchange.

Everyone wants well-planned access to and from
the superhighways and local arterials from the two
existing interchanges – as shown on the map.
The five superhighways feed into each other, and
connect with the regional arterials at the two
interchanges –
• the Northside Main Interchange and
• the High Street Interchange.
The High Street Interchange enables traffic to
access the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches
Link, though these connections may need
amplification.
As planned, the Northside Main Interchange is
deficient. It is the primary interchange for northside
traffic. It must allow regional traffic to access –
• the Western Harbour Tunnel and
• the Beaches Link.

When the main interchange has been
redesigned to meet the actual needs of
regional traffic, the Berry Street OnRamps become redundant.
GHF

To Gore Hill Freeway

BL

To Beaches Link

WHT

To Western Harbour Tunnel

SHT

To Sydney Harbour Tunnel

Bridge

To Sydney Harbour Bridge
Warringah Freeway

The members of the Committee for North Sydney are eminent practitioners in architecture, planning, urban design and related fields
and respected members of the North Sydney community. Their primary purpose is to involve the community in planning for the
strategic evolution of North Sydney from merely a CBD to an appealing city centre – a place for people.

Write to us at info@committeefornorthsydney.org.au. Visit us at committeefornorthsydney.org.au.
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Appendix 1 TfNSW’s proposed access arrangements, with necessary changes
This is Figure 9-5 from the Beaches Link EIS.

Comments and changes have been
added to show access arrangements
without the Berry Street On-Ramps

Last access to WHT until High Street.
New access to WHT needed in this area,
eg from Brook Street or Miller Street.

No access to BL after High Street.
New access to BL needed in this area,
eg from Falcon Street and Military Road.

High Street

High Street

High
Street
High
Street

Add: access to
WHT and BL
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